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There had been no history of discharge of clear or san-
guineous fluid preceding the hsemorrhage, and but very
little constitutional disturbance.
To Dr. Langmore we are indebted for a careful record of

the case.

BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.
SUBACUTE RHEUMATISM; EXTENSIVE HEART DISEASE;

EMBOLISM; DEATH.

(Under the care of Dr. SHINGLETON SMITH.)
IN the following interesting case of subacute rheumatism,

there was old extensive cardiac disease, and after death
abundant coagulation was found on the aortic valves.
There was also embolism of the branches of middle cerebral

artery, and rupture of the chordse tendineae of mitral

valve, together with fatty degeneration of the heart-fibre.
This was all the more remarkable because the patient was
only thirty-four years of age.

Robt. M-, aged thirty-four, was admitted Oct. 21st,
1874. Twenty years ago he was laid up with rheumatic
fever, and occasionally complained of pains in the joints
ever afterwards. He used sometimes to feel palpitation
when exerting himself much, but he was not aware of the
existence of any cardiac defect, and had continued his work
regularly till six weeks ago, when he began to feel more
pain in the calves of his legs than before, and some swelling
of the left ankle came on.
On admission, he complained of pain in both ankles, and

also at epigastrium. Both ankles were a little swollen, but
there was no oedema of legs. The skin was moist, but not
perspiring. Temperature 102&deg;; pulse 116, rather small,
collapsing suddenly. A double bruit was heard over the
whole cardiac area; the systolic one was loudest at the
apex, the diastolic one loudest at base. Heart’s impulse
diffused and weak; the apex displaced about two inches
downwards and outwards from the normal position. Some
crepitation at the base of both lungs. Urine, sp. gr. 1009,
copious in quantity, but of smoky appearance, and contain-
ing a considerable quantity of albumen. Under the micro-
scope, waxy casts, with disintegrated blood-corpuscles and
free corpuscles, were seen.

Oct. 22nd.-Pulse 136; temperature 100&deg;; swelling of
left ankle diminished ; complains of great difficulty of
breathing ; sputa of a rusty colour. He was very restless
at night, but was relieved by a hypodermic injection of
morphia. Has vomited dark-green bile-stained fluid on
several occasions.
24th.-Has considerable cardiac dyspnoea, some epigastric

pain. No increase of cardiac dulness, but fine crepitation
can be heard surrounding the cardiac area. Pulse 124. Was
ordered five minims of tincture of aconite, with five minims
of dilute hydrocyanic acid three times a day.

26th.-Pulse 84; temperature 992&deg;. Breathes better;
occasional sickness; urine still smoky; albumen about one-
sixth.
27th.-Pulse 68, fuller, and less compressible than before.

Breathing much improved; no crepitation around cardiac
region ; swelling of left ankle disappeared.
28th.-Was better in the morning, but at mid-day had a

fit of coughing, and was taken worse suddenly. An hour
afterwards he was found to be only semi-conscious, his right
arm was quite useless, and the mobility of his right leg
was impaired ; his mouth was drawn slightly towards the
left. When told to put out his tongue he opened the mouth
widely, but seemed unable to protrude the tongue. Articula-
tion and faculty of speech much impaired; he tried to
answer questions, but was quite unintelligible. ,

29th.-Still only semi-conscious. Able to move the right
arm slightly. Temperature 1000; pulse 76. The cardiac
sounds remained unchanged.
30th.-Able to protrude the tongue a little. Mental

faculties still impaired. Can move the right arm more.
Breathing is more difficult; some dulness over upper lobe of
right lung, and fine crepitation. Sputa rusty. Urine still

smoky, with one-sixth albumen; chlorides considerably
diminished. Respiration 44; pulse 128; temperature 99’8&deg;.
The dyspnoea increased rather suddenly towards mid-day,
and he died at half-past three in the afternoon.

Autopsy, forty-eight hours after death.-Heart : Left ven-
tricle dilated, and wall thickened ; endocardium universally
spotted, of a mottled appearance, with minute pale spots
and pale streaks scattered about uniformly; muscular
tissue pale to a depth of about two lines, but healthy
towards the surface of the heart. Two or three white
patches were visible on the surface of the heart, but there
was no fresh lymph and no excess of fluid in the pericardium.
The aortic and mitral valves were both covered with fibrin-
ous vegetations, each semilunar valve having a mass at-
tached to it which would project considerably towards the
centre of the artery, and not very firmly adhering to the
valve. Several of the chordre tendineae of the mitral valve
were ruptured, the broken ends lying free and covered with
vegetations. All the chords were pale-looking, many of
them atrophied and beaded with vegetation. Both lungs
were much engorged, the right upper lobe consolidated, and
very slightly crepitant. The liver was nutmegged. The spleen
was much enlarged and soft, but no embolic patches were seen.
The kidneys were enlarged, cones red, cortex pale, surface
smooth; but one kidney contained a large triangular-shaped
cicatrix, the remains of an old embolic patch.-Brain : The
middle cerebral artery presented nothing abnormal in the
first part of its course, but on separating the convolutions
bordering the fissure of Sylvius on the left side, the divisions
of the middle cerebral artery were found to be occluded, and
the convolutions supplied by these vessels in a state of red
softening. On slitting up the vessel, it was evident that an
embolus had been arrested at the point of division of the
main artery, and that subsequent coagulation had taken
place on the distal side in the vessels which had been de-
prived of their blood-supply. The coagulum at the point
of division was very firm and pale, and contained in its
centre a mass of cretaceous matter; it was surrounded by
some darker-coloured fibrin, and was not firmly adherent
to the walls of the vessel. Beyond this point the vessels
were occupied by recently-formed fibrinous coagulum. The
convolutions of the outer part of the middle lobe of the
brain were in a state of disintegration, forming a red,
almost diffluent mass, in which broken-up nerve-fibres and
oil-globules were seen by the microscope, but no inflam-
matory products were noticed.-The muscular tissue of the
heart presented under the microscope the appearance of
advanced fatty degeneration of the fibres themselves. This
was not uniform, but there were minute spots scattered
about very thickly, in which no trace of strife could be
detected, but in which the sarcolemma was filled with
oil-globules of different sizes, the shape of the fibre

being still preserved, whilst the muscular structure itself
had entirely vanished. In some fibres the oil-globules
were of large size, occupying the whole width of the
nbre, but in others minute rows of globules corre-

sponding with the fibril]Ee could be traced lying side by
side. In the more healthy parts streaks of granules
could be traced lying side by side. In the more

healthy parts streaks of granules could be seen running
longitudinally in the fibrillue, but the tissue was for the
most part healthy, excepting at the spots which were dis-
seminated so freely in all parts of the inner layers of the
heart’s muscles. The fibres presented well-marked longi-
tudinal fibrillation, and the transverse stride were very in-
distinct. There was no appearance of any inflammatory or
other exudation between or amongst the fibres, and no de-
velopment of fat either on the surface or within the ele-
ments of the heart’s wall, excepting inside the sarcolemma
of the fibres themselves. The coronary arteries were not
occluded in any way, and did not present anything abnormal
in their appearance.

SANITARY CONDITION OF THE CITY.-At a meeting
of the City Commission of Sewers this week, Dr. Sedgwick
Saunders, the medical officer of health for the City of
London, reported that during the past fortnight 682 houses
in his district had been inspected, of which 62 required
sanitary improvement in various particulars, and that nearly
two tons of meat had been seized at the markets and

slaughter-houses as unfit for human food, including 29 sheep,
15 pigs, 1 calf, 28 quarters of beef, and 11 joints of meat. In
the same period 87 deaths-those of 44 males and 43 females
-were registered in the City, 18 of them under Rve years
of age, and 62 births-30 males and 32 females.


